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MC/Generalist Contextual Information Sheet
	Directions: Respond to the prompts below (no more than 1 single-spaced page in Arial 11-point font, including prompts) by typing your responses within the brackets following each prompt. Do not delete or alter the prompts; both the prompts and your responses are included in the total page count allowed. Pages exceeding the maximum will not be scored.



	This form asks you to describe the broader context in which you teach:
· If you teach in different schools that have different characteristics, and this portfolio entry features students from more than one school, please complete a separate sheet for each school associated with this portfolio entry.
· In this component, you are asked to provide specific information about the students in the class you have featured in the portfolio entry. This is in addition to the information requested here.
· For clarity, please avoid the use of acronyms.



	Candidate ID#: [  ]

1.	Briefly identify the type of school/program in which you teach and the grade/subject configuration (single grade, departmentalized, interdisciplinary teams, etc.).
[I currently teaching fourth-grade students in an elementary school. I teach all subjects, i.e. Mathematics, English-Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science. ]

2.	Briefly identify. 
Grades: [ 4 ]	Age Levels: [ 9 - 10 ]	Number of Students Taught Daily: [ 20 ]
Average Number of Students in Each Class: [ 20 ]
Courses: [Mathematics, English-Language Arts, Social Studies, and Science]

3.	What information about your teaching context do you believe would be necessary for assessors to know to understand your portfolio entry? Be brief and specific. 
Note: You might include details of any state or district mandates, information regarding the type of community, and access to current technology.
[bookmark: _GoBack][My students are brilliant, but occasionally struggle with fundamental and foundational skills that have a lot to do with grammar and phonics skills. For example, 85% of my students, according to their scores on the Mississippi Academic Assessment, are reading above a 5th-grade level. However, their entry Language and Phonics assessment scores averaged to be 42%. The school location is in the downtown area with a shallow linguistic diversity. My students tend to adapt to the language of their community and write the way they talk to peers and family, which causes an issue when trying to understand the proper way to write and speak. Also, most of my students come from families that are absent or have not graduated from high school/college. Learning is often not reinforced at the students' homes. My class consists of all African American students. They all seem to gravitate toward the same types of books and writing topics. So, in this writing piece, I pulled into a global issue that we all can study. The culture of the class is very cohesive. The students are supportive of one another and love feedback from their peers and I. They are eager to learn and enjoys being creative. The infrastructure of the area is weak, and we rarely have access to the internet, the school does not have computers or other technological-based aids to promote learning. We use the traditional ways of acquiring information from books in the library, which is not well updated too.]
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